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ROADMAP FOR ACTION
HIGH FERTILITY AGRARIAN ECONOMIES 15,16
Lower per capita resources for investment in human
capital and growth17
High fertility, including among adolescents
Large youth populations with low schooling levels
High maternal mortality rates, particularly among
mothers under age 15
Inadequate infrastructure and services for rural majority

VERY POOR
ENTREPRENEURS

POOR FARMERS

DECLINING FERTILITY URBANIZING ECONOMIES 19

Poorer health and lifetime earnings for women and
children, greater household vulnerability to poverty
Majority works in agriculture and off-farm work
linked to agriculture
Women overrepresented in low productivity,
subsistence agriculture and subsistence level firms

Potential for rapid economic growth in
near future
Early stages of fertility decline and rising
share of working-age population
Poor maternal health and high adolescent
fertility

COUNTRY
SCENARIO

Women face severe time constraints

POOR
ENTREPRENEURS

NON-POOR
FARMERS

Microsavings
Microsavings
Microsavings
Savings
Bundled services
Land rights/land
Bundled services
Land rights/land
Rural electrification titling
Rural electrification titling
Rural electrification
Credit

YOUNG

POOR
ENTREPRENEURS

INTERVENTIONS

Microsavings
Rural electrification
Demand-driven job
services
Conditional cash
transfers

NON-POOR
ENTREPRENEURS

Microsavings
Bundled services

Savings
Credit
Business training

PROVEN OR
BEING PROVEN

Mobile phones
Mobile phones
Suite of services for In-kind capital
farming
Consulting
Farmer associations
Information on land
rights

Mobile phones
Mobile phones
Modern agricultural Unconditional cash
inputs
transfers
Farmer associations Livelihood programs
Information on land
rights

Mobile phones
In-kind capital
Consulting

Mobile phones
Consulting

Farmer field
schools

Farmer field
schools

Business networks

Business networks

Micro cash loan or
grant alone
Business training
alone

Business networks

Mentors, role
models

WAGE WORKERS
Savings
Child care

Firm certification
Non-traditionally
female skills
training

Micro cash loan or
grant alone

+

15

Fertility levels to define demographic trends from UN Population
Division, 2010; employment structures to define job prospects
from World Bank, 2013. Table 3, 352-5.

16

Such as Ethiopia, Kenya and Mozambique.

17

Based partly on Buvinic et al. (2010) , “Investing in Gender
Equality: Looking Ahead,” p. 275.

18

Buvinic et al. (2010)

Microsavings
Demand-driven job
services
Conditional cash
transfers

Mentors, role
models
Information on jobs

+

COMPLEMENTARY ACTIONS

Family planning and basic reproductive health information and services18
Investments in schooling that increase education quality for all and reduce gender gaps in school
enrollment and completion

YOUNG

Mobile phones
Livelihood programs
Unconditional cash
transfers

Micro cash loan or
grant alone

COMPLEMENTARY ACTIONS

Jobs mostly in informal sector
Potential shortage of infrastructure and
services, especially for poor
Jobs in light-manufacturing expand in
countries integrated into global markets
which provide opportunities for women

Family planning and basic reproductive health information and services, particularly
targeted at youth
Investments in secondary schooling and education quality
19 Such as Bangladesh, Pakistan and Vietnam.
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DECLINING FERTILITY FORMALIZING ECONOMIES 20

AGING SOCITIES 21

Potential for rapid economic growth
Rise in per capita income due to declining fertility and large share
of workers in population
Large urban populations
Divide between modern, urban formal sector and prevalence of
informal employment
Women overrepresented in informal employment
Increased number of workers motivated to save and invest

NON-POOR
ENTREPRENEURS
Savings
Credit
Business training
Child care

WAGE WORKERS
Savings
Child care

Business networks

COUNTRY
SCENARIO

YOUNG

Firm certification
Non-traditionally
female skills
training

NON-POOR
ENTREPRENEURS

INTERVENTIONS

Savings
Demand-driven job
services

Mobile phones
Consulting

Strained public and private resources for support
Rapid fertility decline, graying populations and shrinking pool of
working-age young adults
Added resource strains, since women live longer and have fewer
economic resources
Increasing disability rates of older workers, reducing savings rates and
increasing elderly care expenditures
Females more likely to take up demands of caring for elderly,
increasing their time constraints

Savings
Credit
Business training
Child care

PROVEN OR
BEING PROVEN

Mobile phones
Child care

Consulting

Mentors, role
models
Information on jobs

Business networks

Savings
Child care

Firm certification
Non-traditionally
female skills
training
Job training or
wage subsidies for
unemployed

Job training or
wage subsidies for
unemployed

COMPLEMENTARY ACTIONS

WAGE WORKERS

+

+

COMPLEMENTARY ACTIONS

Family planning and basic reproductive health information
services, particularly targeted at youth
Investments in secondary and post-secondary schooling and
education quality

Safety net and pension options for vulnerable elders, targeted to elderly women

20 Such as Peru, South Africa and Turkey.

22 Such as Chile, the Russian Federation, Uruguay and other industrial countries.

ROADMAP FOR ACTION
CROSS-CUTTING COUNTRY SCENARIOS
MISSING ADULTS/CONFLICT-AFFECTED ECONOMIES 22
Lower potential for economic growth,
households more vulnerable to poverty
If men missing (due to war), more
vulnerability to poverty for female-headed
households; women need to earn money
due to high household dependency ratios
Male labor shortages
Limited infrastructure

Limited access to markets
Costly land
Absence of private sector investment
Low education levels due to missed years
during war
Depleted household assets

RESOURCE-RICH ECONOMIES AND SMALL ISLAND NATIONS23

COUNTRY
SCENARIO

IN ADDITION TO THE LIST OF INTERVENTIONS UNDER THE SPECIFIC COUNTRY SCENARIO,
INTERVENTIONS THAT WILL MOST LIKELY WORK IN POST-CONFLICT COUNTRIES INCLUDE THE FOLLOWING:
Value chain projects that connect farmers and entrepreneurs to new or
restored markets
Infrastructure projects paired with income-generating opportunities for women
Women’s business associations that contribute to rebuilding the private sector
Interventions that take advantage of new economic spaces for women opened
by missing men

Little job creation outside of natural
resources sector
Restricted employment opportunities
for women and other excluded groups
Limited access to markets

Costly land
Limited infrastructure outside of booming enclaves linked to natural resources
extraction

IN RESOURCE-RICH ECONOMIES AND SMALL ISLAND NATIONS, REGARDLESS OF THE SPECIFIC
COUNTRY SCENARIO, INTERVENTIONS WILL MORE LIKELY WORK IF THEY DO THE FOLLOWING:

INTERVENTIONS

Identify and develop domestic and niche export markets that can be accessible
to women producers
Ensure that women-owned small and medium enterprises (SMEs) and commercial farmers have access to productive resources (capital, technologies
and land) so they can profitably operate outside the natural resources sector
Strengthen women’s autonomy through clever project design

+
COMPLEMENTARY ACTIONS
Family planning and basic reproductive health information and services
Investment in schooling, including accelerated learning programs and targeted
programs to improve the school-to-work transition and skill deficits of young
women
Interventions to address gender issues in conflict prevention (including gender
sensitive Disarmament, Demobilization, and Rehabilitation programs, and
programs to address the consequences of and prevent sexual and gender-based
violence)

22 Such as Afghanistan, Liberia and South Sudan.

23 Such as Algeria, Democratic Republic of the Congo, the Caribbean Islands, and Samoa.

